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STATE OF UTAH
NATURAL RESOURCES
Wild l i fe  Resources

1596 West  North Temple.Sol t  Loke Ci ty ,  UT 84116-3154.801-533-9333

January 26, 1989

Dr. Dianne R. Nielson, Director
Utah Division of Ci1, Ces & Mining
355 l{est }brth Temple
3 Triad Center, Suite 350
Salt l€ke City, IIT 84180-1203

Attention: Susan Linner
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Normon H, Bongerter, Governor
Dee C, Honsen. Executive Director

Wi l l iom H,  Geer.  Div is ion Director

JAN 3 0 1989
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Dear Dianne:

The Division tras evaluated the Conpanyts response (11-29-88) to a rq/ie$/
for the 5-year Mine and Reclanation Plan (MRP) renewal at @nwa1 Coal
Corrpany's Grandall Canyon lr{ine. The follor^ring is offered for your
consideration.

Page 10-8, Strean hrffer 'lr,ne - Turbidity in Ctandall C?eek as rpasured in
Nephlometric Ti:rbidity lfrrits (lfTU) uust not be allowed to increase
beyond 10% of backgrotrnd measurernents. Appropriate sediment control
(straw filters and instream sediment traps) can accomplish this
need. A variance from the &rreau of hlater Pollution Control would
!e protested by DdR due to i:npacts on natural reproduction of fish
frour sedinent pollution. A temporary e><ception in turbidity linita-
tions could only be discussed for the period when fish eggs are not
present. Sueh a period lies between September and 4pri1.

Cfr,apter 10 .(Item 10-3), Page 46 of 'rTenestrial Wildlife and }iabitat
Reportrl - The Will-irorsonts sapsucker, a species having liigh federal
interest, has been docr-rented to utilize (nest) the environs of the
Ifuntington drainage typical to ttrose found in Crandall Can5ron. The
applicant nust appropriately correct the S{RP.

Ttris connnent uas originally provided in April 20, 1988, and again on
October 18, 1988.

Page L2-L2 (L2.4.3), Stibsidence Oontrol- and Mitigation Plethods - A11
seeps and springs associated with the nining project are ranked as
being of critical value to the 1oca1 areats wildlife. Inpacts
resulting in a reduction of daily flor^r of 507" or rnore at any se€p or
spring are considered as being stibstantial and would likely require
nitigation at each site. Grzzlers are an acceptable mitigation for
such an inpact at this noining project. Such infornation was pro-
vided to the applicant 10-2-85, and again 3-10-86. Concurrence on
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this issue by the Company was established by EOa in the Co,mpanyrs
4-L4-87 subnittal of an l,nf mia-point revisv. The MRP again needs
to be conected.

Go1den Eagle lbst }dr. 181.167 (Nm{W Sec. 5, T 16 S, R 7 E, Fmery Cotntry,
Ih€h) was tended vitren first discorrered in 1981. It has been
inactive when inspected by helicopter in 1982 and L987. Its
condition is typical of air inactive nest, and it is r:nlikely t9
deteriorate toirreparable conditions if not tended or active-by
1989. Ttre Conpany Las discussed this situation with Larry_Dalton,
the Divisionts' Soi-rtheastern Begional Resource .Anqlyst_, on 11-17-88
but uust harre nisr,rnderstood ouil position concerning the nest. Ttre
nest, whether active or inactive, rnnrst be protected fron strbsi-
dence. It is our understanding ihat the nest will be protected
throughout the nort 5-year per:nit period by barz'ier pillars. At
lrhichr-tixne ttr,at barriei: piliars arL to be pulled, an assessrnent of
the nest needs to be made and an appropriate nitigation plan
established.

An additional eagle nest (Ib. 187 .273) located in Blind Canyon (S"tISId
Sec. 29, T 15 Sr-R 7 E, Enery h*ty, Utah) needs to be assessed
relative to the 5-year MRP renewal. Its status was tended in 1987
vrhen first discorzered during a helicopter survey.

Thank you for €n opportulity to review and provide cwtt.

Sincerely,


